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WE CLAIM: 

R A method of combining digital image meta-data by storing self-describing 
attribute tags with one or more meta-data elements, each such attribute describing the 
5 actionv to be taken with this meta-data element and a similarly identified meta-data 
elemenrerom a second digital-image when the two images are combined. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the self describing attribute tags 
include a tag which indicates that the meta-data elements in question should be discarded 

10 when the two imafees are combined. 

3. A method acclaimed in claim 1, wherein the self describing attribute tags 
include a tag which indices that the meta-data elements in question should both be kept 
when the two images are combined. 

15 \ 

4. A method as claimed ra claim 1, wherein the self describing attribute tags 
include a tag which indicates that tofe meta-data elements in question should be kept as a 
single element when their values are tlte same, else discarded, when the two images are 
combined. \ 

20 \ 

5 . A method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein in the event a said image has associated 
therewith a said meta-data element having no self describing attribute tag, then the 
method comprises the step of: \ 

supplying a default self describing attribute taV to said meta-data element which 
25 has no self describing attribute tag. \ 



i 
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A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the default attribute tag includes a tag 
h indicates that the meta-data elements in question should be kept as a single element 
whenVieir values are the same, else discarded, when the images are combined. 



whf 



7. ANmethod of updating meta-data of an digital image by storing self describing 
attribute tags\with one or more meta-data elements, each such attribute describing the 
action to be take^with this meta-data element when the digital image is transformed. 

10 8. A method asWaimed in claim 7, wherein the self describing attribute tags 
include a tag which indicates that the meta-data elements in question should be discarded 
when the image is transform! 



9. A method as claimed inWaim 7, wherein the self describing attribute tags 
15 include a tag which indicates that the^ieta-data element in question should be kept when 
the image is transformed. 



10. A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein in the event said image has associated 
therewith a said meta-data element having no atlrW tag, then the method comprises the 



20 step of: 



supplying a default attribute tag to said meta-data element. 



11. A method of combining a plurality of images, therein one or more of said 
plurality of images each have associated therewith meta-daVcpmprising at least one 
25 meta-data element having at least one attribute tag which descries an action to be taken 
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wit& said meta-data element when said plurality of images are combined, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

fading said at least one attribute to identify said action; and 
combining the meta-data elements of the plurality of images in accordance with 
said action. 

12. A method acclaimed in claim 10, wherein the at least one attribute tag includes a 
tag which indicates that^he meta-data elements in question should be discarded when the 
images are combined. 

13. A method as claimed in dteim 10, wherein the at least one attribute tag includes a 
tag which indicates that the meta-daf^elements in question should both be kept when the 
images are combined. 



15 14. A method as claimed in claim 10, whVein the at least one attribute tags includes 
a tag which indicates that the meta-data elementkin question should be kept as a single 
element when their values are the same, else discards! when the images are combined. 



20 



15. A method as claimed in claim 10, wherein iitahe event a said image has 
associated therewith a said meta-data element having no attf^>ute tag, then the method 
comprises the step of: 

supplying a default attribute tag to said meta-data element v^iich has no attribute 

tag. 
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whrch 



when* 



A method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the default attribute tag includes a tag 
Indicates that the meta-data elements in question should be kept as a single element 
eir values are the same, else discarded, when the images are combined. 



10 



17. A method of transforming an image, wherein said image has associated 
therewith mfeta-data comprising at least one meta-data element having at least one 
attribute tag wBjch describes an action to be taken with said meta-data element when said 
image is transfornted, the method comprising the steps of: 

reading saidW least one attribute to identify said action; and 
updating the a^east one meta-data element of the image in accordance with said 

action. 



18. A method as claimed iiNclaim 17, wherein the at least one attribute tag includes a 
tag which indicates that the meta-d\(a elements in question should be discarded when the 
15 image is transformed. 



20 



25 



1 9. A method as claimed in claim 17, Wherein the at least one attribute tag includes a 
tag which indicates that the meta-data element^ question should be kept when the image 
is transformed. 

20. A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein in flae event said image has associated 
therewith a said meta-data element having no attribute tag^then the method comprises the 
step of: 

supplying a default attribute tag to said meta-data elem^it. 

i 
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Apparatus for combining digital image meta-data by storing self-describing 
attribute tags with one or more metadata elements, each such attribute describing the 
actio\ to be taken with this meta-data element and a similarly identified meta-data 
elemenVrom a second digital-image when the two images are combined. 



22. ApWatus for updating meta-data of an digital image by storing self describing 
attribute tags Uh one or more meta-data elements, each such attribute describing the 
action to be takenWh this meta-data element when the digital image is transformed. 

23. Apparatus forVombining a plurality of images, wherein one or more of said 
plurality of images eachVve associated therewith meta-data comprising at least one 
meta-data element having atSeast one attribute tag which describes an action to be taken 
with said meta-data element wL said plurality of images are combined, the apparatus 

comprising: \ 

means for reading said at leak one attribute to identify said action; and 
means for combining the meVdata elements of the plurality of images in 
accordance with said action. \ 

24. Apparatus for transforming an irnagk wherein said image has associated 
therewith meta-data comprising at least one meVdata element having at least one 
attribute tag which describes an action to be taken wiLaid meta-data element when said 
image is transformed, the apparatus comprising: \ 

means for reading said at least one attribute to identta said action; and 
means for updating the at least one meta-data element^ image in accordance 
with said action, \ 



i 
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25V Computer readable medium including a computer program for combining digital 
imag\ meta-data by storing self-describing attribute tags with one or more meta-data 
element each such attribute describing the action to be taken with this meta-data element 
and a sirnWly identified meta-data element from a second digital-image when the two 
images are combined. 



26. Computed readable medium including a computer program for updating meta- 
data of an digital image by storing self describing attribute tags with one or more meta- 
data elements, each suck attribute describing the action to be taken with this meta-data 
element when the digital inrage is transformed. 



27. Computer readable medium including a computer program for combining a 
plurality of images, wherein one or ribre of said plurality of images each have associated 
therewith meta-data comprising at lea\t one meta-data element having at least one 
attribute tag which describes an action to bWen with said meta-data element when said 
plurality of images are combined, the computeVjrogram comprising: 

code for reading said at least one attributevto identify said action; and 
code for combining the meta-data elements of the plurality of images in 
accordance with said action. 



28 



Computer readable medium including a computerVogram for transforming an 
image, wherein said image has associated therewith meta-daka comprising at least one 
meta-data element having at least one attribute tag which describes an action to be taken 
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with s^meta-data element when said image is transfoimed, the computer program 
comprising: 

code for reading said at least one attribute to identify said action; and 
code for updating th^at least one meta-data element of the image in accordance 
with said action. 
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